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On Wednesday 17th July we welcomed our local business 

neighbours and the wonderful public to our cake sale. It was a fantastic way to 

raise awareness of brain injury within the community as well as meeting our lovely 

neighbours and the friends and families of our clients. We would like to thank  

everyone who donated cakes and other sweet treats for the day and bought raffle 

tickets. The cake sale along with the raffle was a great success, raising a wonderful amount of £561.63 

The Rotary Club of Swindon held their Game Show Night at Swindon Town  

Football Club on Friday 24th May in aid of Headway Swindon. The night was great 

fun with games such as Catchphrase, Name That Tune, A Question of Sport and 

Who Wants To Be A Millionaire.  

The night was a huge success raising a total 

amount of £1570! We would like to say a 

massive thank you to everyone who attended 

and especially to The Rotary Club of Swindon 

who hosted such a fantastic evening!  

On the 26th June our ‘Stop Loan Sharks’ display promoting the dangers of  

borrowing money from illegal money lenders was aired on ’Ill Gotten Gains’ (Series 

3 episode 3) on BBC One. In 2018 we were given a grant by The Illegal Money   

Lending Team– National Trading Standards to create something which represented 

the dangers of borrowing money and advice on what to do if you believe you have 

borrowed money from a Loan Shark. We created a large 

underwater display in our reception area with two 

sharks being drawn to a treasure chest. The display was 

also a visual processing task as 16 miniature sharks were 

hidden within the display for our clients to try and find. 

We proudly received a certificate for coming runners up 

in the whole of England for our display in the Stop Loan 

Sharks Champions Awards 2019! 
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       My Story — A Volunteer at Headway 

As we celebrated Volunteers Week on the 1st—7th June 2019, we thought it would be nice to hear from Tony who 
is one of our valued volunteers, about what it means to be a volunteer and why he gives up his spare time to help  
Headway Swindon.  
 
Please read Tony’s Story below:  
 
My name is Tony and I volunteer for Headway on a Thursday morning and all day on Friday and have been coming 
for about a year. I am 64 years old and took early retirement from a life in business computing, initially  
programming and subsequently designing and building computer systems. 
Soon after retiring my wife became seriously ill and sadly after 4 years, she passed away. I subsequently decided I  
needed to kick start my life again.  
 

I have had the good fortune to have had a happy and relatively healthy life so decided that a part of that should be 
to give something back by doing charity/voluntary work. After toying with joining Rotary I finally decided I wanted to 
do something more  hands on and that’s when I saw a piece about Headway in the “Handy Mag”. This seemed to fit  
perfectly with what I wanted to do. 

 

When I arrived everyone was really friendly and helpful, staff, other volunteers and not forgetting the clients.  
The atmosphere in the whole of Headway is warm and welcoming whilst still being professional and totally focussed 
on the client’s wellbeing and progress in either the obvious physical/educational needs related to brain injury and 
the perhaps less obvious, to outsiders anyway, the social and communication needs. 

 

The effectiveness of this environment is demonstrated by the fact that everyone seems to enjoy their time at   
Headway and some clients move on to being volunteers themselves and then potentially staff members. 

There is also a good mix of ages within staff and volunteers, ranging from students just starting their adult lives to 
more mature members, this I think gives a good balance to the clients as well. 

 

Whilst here I try to be as helpful to the clients as possible and this isn’t always easy for the volunteer as everyone 
has a different need and are at different points along their own individual path. I always try to offer different ways of 
doing things that might make life easier for someone or indeed support them in the way they do things that works 
for them. 

I am always willing to do whatever the staff need me to do, even though I do sometimes forget I am on drinks duty, I 
put that down to  age. 

 

For myself I get the most satisfaction from seeing people making progress.  Having been here for about a year I have 
seen this in clients , and not just in the obvious mental and physical  areas , but also in communication, self  
confidence and other less tangible areas . 

This makes me proud that I was a small part of it and makes it all worthwhile. 

The most moving moments are when a client may say thank you or express a 
view that my help has been appreciated without prompt or expectation.  

 

I regard all those in Headway, staff and clients, as “Headway” friends and 
hope to continue my support for some time to come. The longer I am here the 
more I see the changes in people and the more rewarding it becomes. 

Summer 2019  
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Action for Brain Injury Week & Hats for Headway  
Action for Brain Injury Week , also known as ABI Week, is all about raising  

awareness of all aspects of brain injury. This runs for a full week from 20th-26th 

May. 

 

People usually take part in fundraising events throughout the week including the  

popular Hats for Headway Day which takes place on the Friday of ABI Week.  

Participants fundraise by donating £1 to the Headway charity by wearing a wacky 

hat and posting a picture on social media using the hashtag #HatsForHeadway to 

raise awareness of brain injury. 

 

This year for ABI Week, our 

theme was Alice in Wonderland, Mad Hatters Tea Party. 

Leading up to ABI Week, the clients designed and decorated 

top hats to wear for ‘Hats for Headway day’. There was a  

winner each day for the best designed hat with a small prize 

given.  Throughout the week our clients had Alice in  

wonderland themed work as part of their morning sessions. 

In the afternoons the clients baked jam tarts, had Alice in 

Wonderland themed Boccia with giant  

playing cards as the targets and the Mad Hatters hats were 

judged. On the Friday for Hats for Headway Day, a few  

members of the Wyvern Production Team came in dressed as characters from 

Alice in Wonderland for our Mad Hatters Tea Party.   

They  performed brilliantly as the characters they came dressed up as and  

participated in the afternoon game of Boccia and joined in with us at the tea 

party. A few people from the  

Wyvern Arts and Craft department 

also came in and did some art with 

the clients. It was a really enjoyable fun afternoon.  

Please read Sue F’s review below on ABI Week and Hats for  

Headway: 

On the 24th of May 2019, Headway celebrated Action for Brain 

Injury Week. When we did Hats for Headway, we had some  

students from the Wyvern Theatre come in. They were all dressed 

up in costumes as characters from Alice in Wonderlands the Mad 

Hatters Tea Party. The costumes looked really good.  

We made and decorated hats with different materials and art supplies and 

pictures. We then all played Alice in Wonderland games in the afternoon 

along with a tea party at Headway in the centre.  

It was a fun filled afternoon.  

Summer 2019  
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Sue who volunteers with us on a Thursday has written a review on volunteers week below:   

As a volunteer I attended a training session on confidentiality and protection. Sonia and Josephine provided the 

training. It was very interesting and we had to talk through different scenarios to make sure we knew what  

information must be kept confidential and what procedures we would need to follow to escalate any concerns 

that the clients had or we had about the clients. In our small groups we had lively debates about the procedures 

to follow and then we were given the correct answers. There was also plenty of time to ask Sonia and Josephine 

questions about the training which really helped to make sure that we’d understood everything.  All of the  

information was emailed to us afterwards in case we ever need to refer to it again in the future. 

We then took a break and were provided with a delicious lunch of sandwiches, crisps, cakes, fruit and plenty of 

drinks. 

As well as learning new information it was a great opportunity to meet other volunteers who attended Headway 

on different days to those I volunteer on. I was especially please to meet Marco  who started as a client and is 

now a volunteer. I had been reading about his story in the Swindon Advertiser and so it was nice to meet him in 

person. At the end of the training we were given a certificate of attendance, a certificate of appreciation and 

had the chance to read the stars that the clients made and had written on them 

with thanks to the volunteers. I'm always a bit embarrassed  when people thank 

me for helping as like most volunteers, I definitely get more out of the sessions 

than I put in. Its always a pleasure to spend time with the  

clients, staff and other volunteers at Headway. 

Between the 8th –12th of July, we held our very own Sports Week for the clients 

to try to promote healthy eating and a more active lifestyle. 

On the Monday we were joined by Tom Swindall from Swindon Town FC’s Community Foundation to talk about  

courses they were running for those looking at improving their wellbeing.  

Throughout the rest of the week we had Sport Olympics where clients would have the choice to play a variety of 

games in the afternoon. We also gave everyone fruit kebabs to enjoy which went 

down a treat! 

 

Please read below Pauls review of Headway Swindon’s Sport Week: 

It was Sports Week at Headway. It was a Monday and someone from Swindon Town 

Football Club Community Foundation came to see us. He told us about a programme 

they were running to boost fitness for disabled people. I found it very informative as I 

am into fitness myself. He was a really nice guy and I enjoyed the talk as it provided the 

information I needed to help make a decisions. Sports Week continued all week until 

the Friday which included skittles, table tennis, darts, a monster size Jenga and connect 

4. I chose to do the table tennis and skittles. It was great to have a chance even though 

I wasn't on form but it was about having fun—which it was!  

So on behalf of us clients, I would like to thank the staff for a great week.  

 

Volunteers Week  

Summer 2019  

Sports Week  
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We would like to say a HUGE thank you to AFL Telecommunications for  
inviting us to their annual payroll giving event. 

Jane our CEO, Debbie, one of our clients, and Chase our therapy dog had a 
wonderful day meeting everyone and thought the day was a great success in  
raising awareness of brain injury and  
Headway Swindon.  

An amazing amount of £480 has already 

been pledged to Headway Swindon for this 

financial year! We then received  

another amazing donation of £960 from AFL. Your generosity is very 

much appreciated and will be used to purchase some new laptops for 

our clients.  

New Starter 

 

 

Summer 2019  

Local businesses such as Novum Law and Bevirs Law took part in ‘Hats for 

Headway Day’ by wearing a wacky hat and donating money to Headway 

Swindon.  

There were some amazing wacky hats and some very unusual hats which 

were a great laugh to judge. Novum Law raised a wonderful amount of 

£152.30 and all hats were judged individually before choosing a 1st, 

2nd and a 3rd place and Bevirs Law raised a lovely amount of £60.  

Thank you to everyone who took part in raising awareness by wearing a 

wacky hat and donating towards brain injury rehabilitation.  

A massive thank you and congratulations to Jessica White 

who ran the London Marathon earlier this year. Jessica ran in 

aid of Headway Swindon as it is a charity close to her heart 

as a family member attends the service one day a week after 

suffering a brain injury after a horse riding accident.  

Jessica raised an amazing amount of  £2,367.68!  

Donations 

I joined Headway at the beginning of July and already 
feel very much a part of the family. After spending 
most of my career in the corporate world, last year I 
decided I needed a change and wanted to do  
something that was emotionally rewarding.  
I’ve definitely found that here. Plus there’s always 
plenty of cake   

Sarah Bedlington  

Administrator  
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Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been delighted with the support that we have received so far this year and would 

like to thank each and every one of you who has helped us raise a fantastic amount.   

 

Our total funds raised to date is £23,761.91 

 

 

 

 

 

We would especially like to say a big thank you to: 

 

John Kennedy, for your ongoing monthly donation. 

Dressability, for coming in and giving a talk to our clients. 

AFL Telecommunications, for your monthly employee giving programme ‘Imagine That’. 

Sharon Adam, for your kind donation through Facebook. 

Eileen Beard, for your kind donation from lunch with friends. 

Jungle Kingdom, Gaetano’s, Fratello’s, La Campagna, We the Curious and Laser Quest, for 

your kind donations for our Summer Raffle.  

Meena Surti, for your kind donation of men’s gifts for our raffles. 

Pat and Ella, for your kind donation of art and craft supplies.  

Rebecca Norden, for your sponsorship from a  

cycle event.  

Nigel Cox, for kindly helping fix things round the  

centre. 

Mrs Jennings, for her kind donation from her 

80th Birthday.  

 

Summer 2019  
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www.facebook.com/headwayswindon 

Dates for your diary... 

 

Headline is kindly printed by Novum Law 

Headway Swindon                                                                                                            
Supporting local people affected brain injury.                                                                                 

Ground Floor, Avocet House, The Dorcan Complex, Dorcan, Swindon, SN3 5HQ 

Telephone: 01793 674820                                                                                                                    

E-mail: info@headwayswindon.org.uk                                                                                   

Website: www.headwayswindon.org.uk 

Affiliated to Headway – the brain injury association – a registered charity 

Summer 2019  

www.twitter.com/headwayswindon www.instagram.com/headwayswindon 

Connect with us on social media to stay up-to-date with the latest news and events…. 

Beach Week 

Monday 12th August—Friday 16th August 2019 
 

 

We will be providing our clients with that holiday feeling by  

having a beach week. There will be fun games, competitions and 

summer activities.  

 

Thursday clients only: You do not need to bring any lunch on 

Thursday 15th August.  

Pottery & Art Sessions  
Pottery: Starts again on the 9th September—End of December 

Art: Starts again on the 3rd September—End of November  
 

We have the lovely Kim who comes in to provide pottery and art 

sessions with our clients. This is great at helping develop fine motor 

skills and provides a feeling of achievement and wellbeing. 

Keep an eye out for any more events/fundraisers  on our Facebook Page or on our new website page: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/headwayswindon/               

Website: http://headwayswindon.org.uk/   

https://www.facebook.com/headwayswindon/
http://headwayswindon.org.uk/

